
 
 

EDUCATOR INFORMATION:  WILD AND FREE 
 
DOLPHINS: GENERAL INFORMATION 

- Mammals and members of order Cetacea, suborder Odontoceti = toothed whales 
- Like all mammals: dolphins must breathe air and give live birth to their young who drink 

milk 
- Offspring can stay with mother up to 6 years, depending on species 
- Largest dolphin species is the killer whale or orca which can grow over 30 feet long while 

the smallest dolphin is the Maui dolphin which is just 5 feet long 
 
DOLPHINS: BEHAVIOR 

- Dolphins live in groups called pods 
- Dolphin pods have “aunts” or females who will “babysit” another female’s calf so she can 

go hunt for food 
- Dolphins are very social and playful 
- Dolphins have been observed playing games they have invented, surfing on ocean 

waves and other social behaviors such as bringing each other “gifts” 
- Dolphins have signature whistles which function as names do for humans, giving 

dolphins a way to greet each other 
- Dolphins communicate with each other through clicks and whistles 
- Each dolphin species has a unique language, different populations of the same species 

can have different dialects of that language 
- Scientists have evidence that dolphins are bilingual, speaking the language of their own 

species and also speaking a universal language that seems to allow members of 
different species to communicate with each other 

- BREACHING as seen in the video, where a dolphin will jump out of the water 
- Scientists have three explanations for breaching 

1. Just because they can and it’s fun 
2. To communicate with each other 
3. To scratch an itch or rid themselves of parasites 

- Dolphins spend their days traveling the oceans, they can swim over 40 miles a day, 
searching for food, socializing or just playing 

- Dolphins eat fish and squid which they locate using their echolocation which is a 
sophisticated sonar system where sound waves are sent out and bounce back from the 
object they were aimed at, allowing the dolphin to “see” the object 

- Dolphin sonar allows them to see through living organisms, they can tell if another 
dolphin or a human is pregnant 

- There are many cases where dolphins have saved human lives by protecting them from 
sharks or preventing them from drowning 


